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From the Director
Welcome to a play almost entirely NOT about Chekhov in any
way. Oh, there is a character called Chekhov and it is he who is
picked up, literally; but it’s not about THAT Chekhov (nor the
Ensign of the Enterprise, either). If there is anything about the
Russian writer here it is centred on his observance that “We
just eat our dinner” while life occurs around us. These are
people just trying to live their lives and how all those little
choices add up to a result much more meaningful than
intended. It is about our choices, particularly how we treat
others, especially when we have power over those others.
Keep reminding yourself this is a comedy because some heavy
things happen. One classical definition of comedy is that the
outcome was positive for someone. This is a quirky play which
you most likely did not know before tonight. Canadian theatre
has a problem supporting its own and most playwrights get
only a single performance of new work. This play was
performed professionally; DSP’s is the next production. I was
strongly drawn to its strange relationships. Time passed, my
mind drifted to other plays, but I continued to reflect on these
characters and their story. I suspect you will think and discuss
long after it ends. It is a play served well by our Rorschach set.
What do you see in our play? In our set? As a trained therapist,
I will be standing by afterwards to help you deal with what you
have seen if you need it. Enjoy.
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Picking Up Chekhov by Mansel Robinson is produced by
arrangement with PLAYWRIGHTS GUILD OF CANADA
www.playwrightsguild.ca.
The running time is approximately
100 minutes plus intermission.
intermission.
Advisory: Recorded gunshots will be heard in Act Two.
This play contains occasional strong language.

